Concept of International Law 


Definition of Public International Law under different criteria 


Criteria of subjects 

By this criteria, International Law (or Public International Law) is 
the law which regulates the relations between states. It’s a criteria that 
is to refuse, since IL, today, is not just it, since there’s a tremendous 
amount of other international entities, like international organizations, 
Catholic Church, terrorist groups, association that have relations on an 
international level, etc. Basically every entity that have a relation on an 
international level is a subject under International Law. It is argued if a 


individual can be, but this is a further discussion. 
Criteria of 


Delimitation of the figure of Public International Law 
Many discussions had arise this topic - what is International law? 
First, to understand what is International Law, is fundamental to 


understand what it is not. 


International Law distinguishes itself from what is called Conflict of 
Laws or Private International Law. The latter one exists once there’s a 
doubt about the application of domestic laws, or if a domestic court is 
relevant in the international dispute. For example, if a French man and 
an English man make a contract in Portugal, the Private International 
Law would answer which laws would apply in the contract, for example. 
International Law is also different from what is known as International 
courtesy, which is some costume behaviours by states or other 
international entities with each other, for the simple fact that it was 
always like this. For example, saluting with flags a warship at sea, is not 
something legally binding, but is done because is courtesy. It is also 
different from what is called International morality. Even though, it is 
understanding that International law cannot divorces itself from morality, 


as well as all the law, they’re not the same, the law is legally binding, if 


there’s a violation of the law there’s liability of the offender, if there’s a 
violation of morality, not only there’s no liability but also the violation is 


subjective to one’s. 


